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unresponsiveness to conventional treatment.28,29 In order to  
investigate the true prevalence of AD, an improved study  
design, more accurate diagnostic criteria and more efficient 
sampling are required.

Although the present study has demonstrated a decrease in 
the prevalence of AD, it must be noted that infants less than 24 
months of age and children under 6 years of age still manifested 
AD at rates of 15.4% and 9.2%, respectively. More importantly, 
some AD patients in these age groups show disease persistence 
and even progress to respiratory allergies, such as asthma and 
allergic rhinitis.2,30 Our results suggest that we still need to cope 
with pediatric AD at a public health level.

In conclusion, based on the Korean NHIS database, the 
prevalence of AD in Korean children aged 18 years and younger 
seems to be decreasing, especially in young children. Further 
well-designed cohort-based studies to confirm the trend and 
to identify factors affecting the nature of AD epidemiology is 
warranted.
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